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A Net Cylinder of Eniemena. — By James B. Nies, Brooklyn, 
N. Y. 

Owing to the war now raging, a remarkable object of Baby- 
lonian antiquity which, in normal times, would have gone to 
Europe, was brought to the United States and now forms part 
of the Nies collection in Brooklyn, N. Y. 

According to the dealer from whom it was bought, it was 
found by an Arab belonging to a tribe located between Jokha 
and Tello. The same man in 1895 is said to have found the 
famous cone of Entemena published by Thureau-Dangin in 
1898.^ If the word of the dealer is to be accepted, neither the 
cone nor the net cylinder was found at Tello, but between that 
site and Jokha. The ancient names for those places were Lagash 
and Umma. The inscription tells us that a canal named Lum- 
magirnunta, probably the modern Shatt el Hai, formed a bound- 
ary between their territories, separating the fields of the god 
Ningirsu of Lagash from those of the god Shara of Umma, and 
that on the banks of this canal were set up inscriptions, presum- 
ably in the nature of boundary stones, whose purpose it was 
not only to clearly delimit the territories and to state the con- 
ditions upon which peace existed, but also to call down curses 
of the gods on the invader. In the absence of more definite 
knowledge, we may, therefore, say that it is not only possible, 
but probable, that the two inscriptions of Entemena were found 
on, or near, one of the banks of this canal, where 5000 years 
ago they surmounted pillars of brick or stone and constituted 
the NAEUA frequently mentioned in the text.^ 

The American cone or cylinder is light terra-cotta in color, 
egg-shaped, and hollow, with an opening at one end forming a lip 
or short neck, and a rounded surface at the other, covered by 
a design of a net in relief. Its dimensions are : height 20 cm., 
circumference at widest part 48.5 cm., at narrowest part, round 



'Dec. en Chaldee, p. xlvii; Bev. d'Assyr. 4. 37 fie., Kdnigsinschriften, 
36 fe. 

' L. W. King, in his History of Sumer and ATcTcad, 164, rightly conjectures 
that more than one of the so-called cones was written. He thinks they were 
copies of a boundary stone like the 'Stele of Vultures,' and were 
in the nature of ' foundation memorials. ' 
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138 James B. Nies, 

the neck, 19 cm., diameter 15.2 cm., opening at neck 4 cm. It 
consists of a rather granular baked clay and is surrounded by 
a, for the most part, deeply incised, archaic inscription in six 
columns. 

When bought the interior was filled with earth and the 
exterior was covered by an incrustation of salt under which 
was red earth that filled the signs and ease-divisions. These 
were removed by soaking in water a few days. Some of the 
salts still remain in the deep numerical signs of col. ii, case 16, 
and cause the uneven appearance of those signs seen in the 
photograph. 

The similarity of this object to a closed net is very striking, 
and the inference that it is meant to represent a mythological 
net is further substantiated by the fact that the SA-SHUSH- 
GAL of the god Enlil is mentioned in col. i, 28-29, and of the 
god Ningirsu toward the end of col. vi. Now SA-SHUSH-GAL 
means 'a great covering net' such as the gods were said to 
throw over their enemies so as, presumably by drawing the cord 
strung through the edges, to enclose them. Such a net, filled with 
the enemies of Lagash being clubbed to death by Ningirsu, may 
be seen on the 'Stele of Vultures,' Dec. pi. 4 bis, which men- 
tions no less than five deities who wield this formidable covering 
net, Enlil, Enki, Enzu, Babbar and Ninharsag.^ 

If it is conceded that this cylinder represents a drawn, divine 
net, then the interesting conclusions follow : 1st, that it was the 
intention of Entemena to write the inscription round a formid- 
able weapon of divine punishment as a warning to his foes that 
a transgression of the treaty would bring down the wrath of 
the god, and as an assurance of divine protection to his followers. 
2d. As this is the oldest cylinder known the symbolism involved 
offers an explanation for the adoption by the Babylonians of 
so remarkable a form as a cylinder upon which to record 
important documents of history. In later times when the 
significance of the form was lost, the traditional use still per- 
sisted and gave rise to a great variety of shapes, such as octagons, 
hexagons, squares and barrels. 

Perhaps the most interesting fact about this cylinder is 
that it adds to the well known text of Thureau-Dangin six new 



" On the metaphor of the net among the primitive Sumerians, see L. W. 
King, Sumer and AlcTcad, 132. 
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cases, containing ten lines, in the second column of the inscrip- 
tion (see cut), where it treats events in the reign of Eannatum; 
GAN dNIN-GIR-SU-KA Eg + U§U + MAS StJ-GAR GUB ID- 
GIS-tJHki-StJ MU-KID GAN LUGAL NU-TUK NI-GIN: 'The 
field of the God Ningirsu, containing 331/^ (BUR), he left on 
the side of Umma; he ordered that the royal field be not taken.' 
StJ-GAR GUB could be transliterated StJ-NIG-GIN with some 
such meaning as 'surround' or 'comprise,' in which case BUR 
must be supplied after the numeral. 

The new matter given above will be better understood by a 
brief review of the context. Entemena, before recording his 
own achievements, briefly reviews the earlier history of the rela- 
tions of Lagash and Umma. It seems that, before the time of 
his uncle Eannatum, there had been strife between the cities, 
both of which acknowledged, as their overlord, Mesilim, the 
King of Kish. That monarch apparently intervened and set up 
a boundary-stone to delimit the fields of the two cities. 

During the patesiat of Eannatum, a patesi of Umma, named 
Ush, insolently removed the boundary-stone and invaded the 
territory of Lagash. Upon this Lagash made war on Umma and 
was victorious. Ush was killed, or fled, and a new patesi of 
Umma, Enakalli, took his place. With him Eannatum made a 
treaty in which the boundary was defined. It was to be a canal 
extending from the Euphrates to Guedin. Then follows the 
new part of the inscription given above. Several variants also 
are to be noted, as follows : 

After col. iv, case 34 (corresponding to SAKI, col. iv, case 5) 
GtJ «iDIGNA-StJ GAL-LA GtJ-GtJ GIR-SU^i-KA is omitted; 
but after col. iv, case 35 (corresponding to SAKI, col. iv, case 8) 
insert ^EN-LIL-LA <ieN-KI-KA before <iNIN-HAR-SAG-KA. 
The only other variant is found in col. vi, last case, where we 
read HA-NI-GAZ-E instead of HA-NI-GAZ-LID + gA(G)-GI. 

In conclusion it should be said that in addition to these vari- 
ants a number of signs which Thureau-Dangin restored in his 
text have been verified and found correct by means of this much 
better preserved cylinder. 



